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Who is CIRS?

CIRS Europe

CIRS HQ

CIRS KoreaCIRS Beijing

CIRS China (HQ)
Add: 11/F., Bldg 1, Dongguan Hi-Tech Park, 288 Qiuyi Rd, 
Binjiang District, Hangzhou, China

CIRS Europe
Add: CIRS, Regus Harcourt Centre D02 HW77, Dublin, Ireland

CIRS US
Add: #200-092, 3100 Clarendon Blvd., Arlington, VA 22201

CIRS Korea
Add: B-2310, 583, Yangcheon-ro, Gangseo-gu, Seoul, 
Republic of Korea

CIRS UK
Studio 310, Pill Box, 115 Coventry Road, London, E2 6GG

⚫ CIRS is an individual consulting firm founded in 2007 and 

headquartered in China; 

⚫ Over 350+ employees in 5 different countries;

⚫ Has branch offices in Dublin(Ireland), London (UK), Arlington(US), 

Seoul(Korea), Nanjing(China), Beijing(China), Hangzhou(China); 

⚫ Provide regulatory compliance consulting, testing and training 

services.

⚫ Shares more than 70% of Chinese consulting markets; 

⚫ Serving 4000+ Clients/Companies across the world.

CIRS US

C&K Testing

CIRS Nanjing

CIRS UK
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Korea GHS Update
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GHS

GHS: Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals
- Classification

- Safety Data Sheet

- Labelling

Country/Region Standard 

China GB/T 17519-2013 & GB/T 16483-2008

Japan JIS Z 7253-2012 

Korea MOEL No 2020-130 

Taiwan CNS 15030

Turkey SEA No28848

Malaysia CLASS 2013

Thailand B.E 2555

Indonesia GHS regulation No 23/M-IND/PER/4/2013 

Philippines DENR Administration Order 2015-09 Rules and the Procedures 

for the Implementation of the Globally Harmonized System 

(GHS)

Vietnam Circular no. 04/2012/TT-BCT stipulating the regulations on 

classification and chemical labelling

Australia Work Health and Safety Regulations (WHS Regulations)

New Zealand Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Authorities

MoEL
Ministry of Employment and 
Labor

Responsible for occupational 
safety and health act

KOSHA
Korea Occupational Safety 

and Health Agency

Responsible for 
review/authorize of SDS

OSHRI
Occupational Safety & Health 
Research Institute

Responsible for research and 
development guideline
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

- Ministry of Employment and Labour (MoEL) has amended its standard under the Occupational Safety and Health 

Act (K-OSHA)

- MoEL Notice No. 2016-19 has been updated to MoEL Notice No. 2020-130 as of January 16th, 2021 and is currently 

in effect

- Korea has adopted the standard 16-section SDS aligning with UN GHS 4th Revision

- The SDS and Label should be authored in the Korean language 

- Emergency Contact Info of Korean legal entity (but not the same as 24h number) 

- Hazardous ingredients should be listed in section 3

- Apply for CBI before SDS submission, if approved, the CBI authorization number and expiry date should be 

indicated in section 3 of the SDS

- If there are updates to an SDS, the supplier must provide the latest version to the buyer immediately

MoEL Notice No. 2020-130 
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

MoEL Notice No. 2020-130 – New Updates! 

- 48 categories of use to choose from. See appendix 5 for list of uses and descriptions of use

- Must indicate SDS number issued by MoEL on upper right side 

- If CBI is applicable, the ‘authorization number’ and ‘expiry date’ provided by MoEL should be stated in 

section 3 

- SDS standards under K-OSHA revised including P/H phrases, added definition of hazardous to ozone 

layer, clearer definitions of each hazard category etc. 

- Not all substances may apply for CBI protection such as prohibited substances, substances requiring 

permission, hazardous substances subject to management, harmful factors subject to measurement of the 

work environment, hazardous factors subject to a special health examination and substances having a 

physical hazard, health hazard or environmental hazard under K-REACH

- The concentration range in section 3 is wider: 

1) If concentration is below 25%, the range can be ±10%

2) If concentration is equal or above 25%, the range can be ±20%



YOUR COMPLIANCE EXPERT    |    www.cirs-group.com

Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

MoEL Notice No. 2020-130 – Revised Cut-off Values 
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

Labelling - MoEL No.2020-130

- In Korean language

- Options to choose 4 pictograms and 6 precautionary statements if there are more.

- Korean supplier info required

- For low volume(below 100ml), simplified label applied
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Korea SDS Submission 
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

All hazardous chemicals importers and manufacturers in Korea should submit the SDS

- For newly imported or manufactured chemicals, submit before import/manufacture;

- For existing chemicals which already authored SDS, following the grace period;

- Submit through an online IT system;

- Detailed use is requested;

- Korean Importer information;

- Updated/revised SDS should be re-submitted ASAP.

Grace period:

≥1,000 ton: by 2022.1.16

100-1,000 ton: by 2023.1.16

10-100 ton: by 2024.1.16

1-10 ton: by 2025.1.16

<1 ton: by 2026.1.16

Korean SDS Submission 
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

Exemption 

Administrative penalty of 5M KRW 

(4,000 euro) per product for failure 

to submit an SDS

Products under other laws:  dietary supplements (Health Functional Food Act), raw material substance (Act on Safety 
Control of Radioactive Rays), household chemicals products for general consumers, hygiene products and advanced 
biomedicines
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

Non-Korean companies cannot submit an SDS by themselves or apply for CBI 

They have two options: 

1) Korean importer 

2) Appoint an Only Representative (OR) such as CIRS Korea

The OR can only be appointed by the manufacturer or formulator The OR fulfils the role of a domestic importer. 

The scope of the OR workload is preparation and submission of MSDS, MSDS CBI application and extension 

approval, rejected application appeal and delivery of approved MSDS to importers in Korea. 
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

Letter of Confirmation 
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

The ingredient name and the exact concentration can be protected.

▪ Not all hazardous ingredients can apply CBI.

▪ Once approved, authorisation number and expiry date will be replied by MoEL.

▪ The original protection period will be 5 years. Applicants can apply for an extension every 5 years (at least 

1 month in advance)

Application information

• Applicant info

• CBI reason

• Alternative data（generic name/conc. range）
• 100% ingredient info (substance name + concentration) and the hazardous information

• SDS document

• Name and content of chemicals that are not classified 

• Other documents required by MoEL

CBI Protection

Form no. 63 (via IT 

system)
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Korea GHS

Administration fee

General Substances (KRW)

R&D Substances (KRW)
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Case Analysis

Company A is the manufacturer of product X in Ireland which contains hazardous ingredients. They want to 

expand their business into Asia and choose South Korea as their target market. Product X is a mixture of 

hazardous and non hazardous chemical substances and Company A has not sold it into Korea before. Company A 

does not want to share the complete ingredient information so they can maintain a competitive edge. What options 

are available to Company A? 

Company A 
(non-Korean 

manufacturer)

Korean OR

Korean 
importer

SDS authoring CBI application 
(Form 63)

CBI authorisation/
expiry number on 

SDS 

Submission of SDS 
to MoEL 

(IT system) 

SDS Submission 
Number

Since Product X is newly imported to Korea by Company A, they should hold an authorized SDS before
manufacture/import to Korea

100% ingredients

Hazardous ingredients & non-
hazardous ingredients list

Hazardous ingredients 
on SDS, form 62 & LOC
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Workflow
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Korea Chemical Regulations – Workflow

Existing KR SDS

Yes No

Determine Annual 
Tonnage in previous year

Select the applicable 
grace period 

Update the SDS (MoEL 
2020-130)

Authorization no. 
indicated on SDS 

Prepare SDS (MoEL 
2020-130)

Select KR legal entity: 
Letter to importers or KR 

OR

Submit SDS

Select KR legal entity: 
Letter to importers or KR 

OR

Submit SDS

Authorization no. 
indicated on SDS 

Manufacturing/importing 
activities cannot begin 

until KR SDS is authorized

If SDS is authorized before applicable 
grace period, there is no disruption to 

manufacturing/importing activities 

Apply for CBI

Repeal 
application 

Submission & 
Authorisation 

no./expiry date
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CIRS Service

China REACH, Hazardous Chemical Management, etc.

EU & UK REACH, Only Representative, etc. 

Turkey REACH (KKDIK) , Only Representative, etc. 

Korea REACH, , Only Representative, Korea BPR, SDS submission, etc.

Registration in other regions (Japan, India, Taiwan, Philippines, US, etc.)

Global GHS (SDS, Labelling, Emergency number, Poison Centre Notification, etc.)



CIRS Service Why CIRS

EU REACH

UK REACH

China Chemical Management

Korea REACH

Taiwan TCSCA

Global GHS

Training &Testing

4000+ global SDS & Label every year

3000+ K-REACH pre-registration

2000+ EU REACH registration

2000+ China REACH typical notification

Designed TPR(Third Party Representative) service

Full one-stop compliance service in China

Customized on-site/online training service

THANKS !

Chemical Inspection & Regulation Service Limited

CIRS, Regus Harcourt Centre, Dublin, Ireland, D02 HW77

T  +353 1 477 3710          E  service@cirs-group.com

LinkedIn

www.cirs-group.com

http://www.cirs-group.com/

